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Cricket Smart

Student Resource
THE MAKING OF THE MODERN WORLD
Australia – Movement Of Peoples (1750-1901)
and Making A Nation (1750-1918)
The Australian continent has been home to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples and their diverse cultures
for tens of thousands of years. Since British arrival on the
First Fleet in 1788, many people have migrated to Australia
from many other origin countries across the globe. In this
unit, you will cover two important electives, namely ‘Making
a Better World: Movement of Peoples (1750-1901)’ and
‘Australia and Asia – Making a Nation (1750-1918)’.

European colonists in Australia and the First Australians,
on the path to Federation in 1901 and beyond.

You will consider the movement of peoples in convict
transportation as a result of the Industrial Revolution. You
will analyse these journeys and experiences with particular
focus on the women convicts of the Second Fleet. You will
also examine colonial expansion in Australia and the effects
of the contact – both intended and unintended – between

These important, yet largely under-acknowledged,
sporting events and players are set in a critical period for
the making of the modern world and hence provide an
exciting opportunity to understand and examine Australia’s
post-colonial history and reflect upon its implications for
nation building.

As a young historian, this unit provides you with the opportunity
to consider this critical Australian history in the making of the
modern world we know today through the lens of a team of
Aboriginal cricket players who played in one of the earliest
Boxing Day cricket matches in 1866, many of whom went on
to play in the subsequent cricket tour of England in 1868.
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Australia – Movement Of Peoples (1750-1901) and
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Warning:
This unit may contain the names and images of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people now deceased.
This unit also contains links to sites that may use images of Aboriginal and Islander people now deceased.

Resource Descriptor
Australia is the traditional lands of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Since British
settlers arrived on the First Fleet in 1788, many people have migrated to Australia. In this
unit, you will cover two important electives, namely ‘Making a Better World: Movement of
Peoples (1750-1901)’ and ‘Australia and Asia - Making a Nation (1750-1918)’.
You will consider the movement of peoples in convict transportation and as a result of the
Industrial Revolution, which saw rapid and distinct changes in the ways people lived, worked
and viewed the world. You will analyse these journeys and experiences with a particular
focus on the convict women of the Second Fleet. You will also examine colonial expansion
in Australia, which saw the imposition and expansion of European governance structures
and systems. You will analyse the effects of this contact – both intended and unintended –
between European colonists in Australia and the First Australians on the path to Federation in
1901 and beyond.
As a young historian, this unit provides the opportunity to consider this critical period of
Australian history in the making of the modern world through the lens of an important
case study focused on notable cricket events of the 1860s, and the significant stories and
contributions of Aboriginal people involved in these events. In this way, you will explore
the impacts of European colonisation through the personal stories and experiences of the
Aboriginal cricketers who played in these events, and will develop a stronger appreciation for
the strengths and resilience of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and cultures.
Did you know one of Australia’s earliest Boxing Day cricket matches in 1866 – 150 years
ago – was played by an all-Aboriginal team? The Aboriginal team was coached by Australian
sportsman and the pioneer of Australian rules football, Tom Wills, and played against the
Melbourne Cricket Club (MCC) at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) to a crowd of more
than 8,000 spectators.
And did you also know that Australia’s first international cricket tour was by an all-Aboriginal
team to England in 1868? Many of the Aboriginal players in the 1866 Boxing Day team went
on the momentous tour of 1868, which occurred nine years before the Australian XI team
travelled to England for the first official representative test match on British soil. In terms of
international sporting events, only three cricket teams had travelled abroad prior, all were
English: to the United States, Canada and to Australia when the British team played in 186162 and 1863-64.
Front Cover Photograph: Ashleigh Gardner and Faith Thomas Adelaide Oval Feb 21 2017
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One of the earliest Boxing Day matches of 1866 and subsequent Aboriginal team tour
of England in 1868 are important, yet largely under-acknowledged, events in Australia’s
post-colonial history, which provide valuable opportunities to appreciate the importance of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, culture and contributions to nation-building in
Australia. These sporting events of the late 1860s also provide an opportunity to understand
and examine the influence of the Industrial Revolution on Australia’s settlement history and
reflect on the implications of this period for nation building.
In this unit, you will explore the movement of peoples to Australia from 1788 and the
subsequent period of colonial extension in the 1800s as European pastoralists moved out
of the cities and into rural areas. This movement caused an expansion of their self-imposed
control of land, typically exemplified in the Western Victoria regions where many Aboriginal
people were employed or forced to work as stockmen on stations and first encountered
European pastoral methods and pastimes, such as cricket. You will also investigate the
population explosion of this period as new migrants began flocking to Australia from Europe,
America and China, motivated by the search for a new beginning; perhaps in the hope
of finding gold in the 1850s or the chance to gain independence as a farmer when the
Free Selection Act was passed in the Victorian parliament in 1860. With this extension of
settlement came increased contact and conflict between new settlers and Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. The diverse effects of this contact will be studied here, and
analysed from a fresh and strength-based perspective.
You will focus your research on the Aboriginal men who played in the Aboriginal cricket match
of Boxing Day 1866 and the subsequent Aboriginal cricket tour to England in 1868. The 1868
touring team consisted of 13 Aboriginal players, who – like many Aboriginal people of the time
– had fallen in love with the game of cricket, and joined in when they encountered it played
by settlers on pastoral stations from the 1850s. Cricket is a unifying game and here it played
a role in breaking down some of the barriers, such as racism and mistrust – if only on the field
– that existed between European colonists and the First Australians in the 1860s.
Borne out of the successful 1866 Boxing Day test match and a subsequent Eastern
Australian tour, the tour to England in 1868 was captained by professional English cricketer
Charles Lawrence. Lawrence and the Aboriginal team journeyed three months by sea to
complete a gruelling schedule of 47 matches from May to October. It is the longest tour to
England of all time.
No eleven has in one season ever played so many matches…so successfully
– never playing fewer than two matches in each week, and frequently three,
bearing an amount of fatigue that now seems incredible…
Sporting Life, 28 October 1868 in Colin Tatz, Aborigines in Sport, p. 26
Link: http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/indigenous-cricketers

First Australian team to tour England, 1868, L-R: King Cole, Jim
Jallachmurrimin, Tarboe [or Tiger] (standing), Peter, T W Wills – Capt
(standing), Red Cap, Harry Rose [Mosquito], Mullagh (standing), Bullocky,
Cuzens, Dick-a-Dick (standing). Absent are: Sundown Ballrinjarrimin,
Twopenny and Charley Dumas. Courtesy of MCC. Source: Australian
government. (For the Love of the Game, p.33)

CR ICK E T SM A R T ST UDEN T R ES O URCE

3

The Aboriginal team went on to demonstrate great sportsmanship and achieve extraordinary
results, winning 14, losing 14 and drawing 19 of their 47 matches. In addition to completing
the physically-demanding tour schedule, the players demonstrated their traditional skills
with extra on-field performances in traditional dress of lyre bird feathers and possum skins.
Players won over the spectators as they performed mock battles with spears and boomerang
throwing, and also demonstrated their expertise at stockman skills, such as whip cracking.
You will examine the cricket tour of 1868, considering the social and political context in
Australia at the time. You will examine the history from different perspectives by reflecting on
individual people’s stories and also analyse the impact of European colonisation on these
Aboriginal cricketers. For example, two of the most skilful players on tour were all-rounder
Unaarrimin (also known as Johnny Mullagh) and fast-bowler Jarrawuk or Murrumgunarrimin
(also known as Twopenny). Mullagh scored 1698 runs, bowled 1877 overs (831 of which
were maidens – no runs scored), and took 245 wickets on tour. He was one of the only
players to continue to play cricket upon his return, representing Victoria in 1879 and playing
regularly with the Harrow Club until 1890 (he died in 1891 at 50 years of age). Twopenny
was considered a “fearsome fast bowler” on tour and is generally acknowledged as the first
Aboriginal Australian to play first-class cricket. Bripumyarrumin (also known as King Cole)
was arguably the team’s most proficient fielder. Tragically, King Cole contracted a fatal case
of tuberculosis and died while on tour on 24 June, 1868.
You will investigate: Who were these players? Off the cricket field, what were the other impacts
on these Aboriginal cricketers? How did it affect them and their families? What strengths and
resilience did these players and their families show in the face of these impacts?
The Aboriginal cricket match of Boxing Day 1866 and the subsequent tour of England in
1868 shine a spotlight on Australia’s earliest Aboriginal cricketing legends who overcame
significant challenges on tour (such as the long and arduous travel by boat, exposure to
European illness, and racist treatment from certain spectators, cricket competitors and
sporting officials), to triumph on the field and demonstrate fine sportsmanship. Their crucial
role in contributing to the sport of cricket and cementing the game in our national fabric
deserves closer study and recognition.
You will also analyse the protectionist policies of this era. From the strong contributions
of Aboriginal players as early as the 1860s, these early cricket events had great potential
to encourage more Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander players to pursue their interest in
the sport. However, as the For the Love of the Game report finds,
Protectionist policies during the early days of Federation which encouraged racial
segregation, state control and subjugation of Aboriginal people across Australia,
prevented them from fully engaging in the game and destroyed the opportunity for
many Indigenous players to flourish.
(Fogarty, B; Dodson, M; Walsh, C., 2015, For the Love of the Game, Indigenous Cricket
report, National Centre for Indigenous Studies, Australian National University, Canberra)

This Student Resource invites you to analyse whether this tour was a missed opportunity
for acknowledging the importance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander identities, cultures
and contributions and helping to build a cohesive nation proudly shaped by these identities,
cultures and contributions. By reflecting on our history, we can evaluate what lessons we
have learnt, and can learn, to help to shape a better future.
View the supporting resources for this unit of work at
community/cricket.com.au/schools/cricket-smart
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Unit Expectations
In completing this unit, you will be expected to:
• map the movement of peoples in convict transportation to Australia
• analyse the role of the Industrial Revolution in creating a growing need for labour and
transportation
• investigate sources that record the reactions of new arrivals to other countries in this
period (for example, responses to the natural environment and climate)
• investigate the experiences of a specific group of arrivals to Australia. In this unit, you will
investigate the experiences of women convicts arriving on the Second Fleet
• describe the impacts of this group, and of colonisation more widely, on the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples of the region
• evaluate the effects of the movement of peoples on the Indigenous and immigrant
populations
• explain the effects of contact (for example, the massacres of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people; their killing of sheep; the spread of European diseases; and colonial
laws such as the protection policies)
• based on critical research and reflection, attempt to categorise these effects as either
intended or unintended

Consider this Period of Nation-Building History through the Lens
of the Cricket Events of the 1860s
• examine the effects of contact between early colonists and the First Australians through
the lens of the story of the Aboriginal cricket events of 1866 and 1868
• explore individual narratives and reflect on this history from different perspectives
• investigate the challenges faced by the Aboriginal players and analyse their triumphs and
legacy to Australian society
• consider the modern-day implications of this tour of 1868 – evaluate whether it was a
missed opportunity for building a cohesive nation?
• reflect on the lessons we have learnt from the treatment of the Aboriginal cricket team,
both on and off the field, as well as their families, so we can learn to help shape a better
future
• analyse the impact of European colonisation
on the First Australians with a particular
focus on the Aboriginal players of the 1866
and 1868 cricket events.

1867, English, Art work edition: The Aboriginal cricket match on the M.C.C.
ground [Melbourne, 1867 Samuel Calvert Source: Libraries Australia. Held in
National Library of Australia, Trove Collection. (For the Love of the Game, p.32)
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Major Assessment
This resource covers two units of study:
• Making a Nation (1750–1918)
• Movement of Peoples (1750–1901)
If your class has chosen to study ‘Making a Nation’, you will complete the following
assessment task.

Making a Nation: Aboriginal Contributions to the Cricket
Events of 1866 and 1868 – a Missed Opportunity?
You will produce a research report, newspaper article or podcast to evaluate to what
extent the Aboriginal team on the tour to England in 1868 is deserving of national praise
and recognition for their efforts and triumphs in completing the tour despite the challenges
they faced.
You will also evaluate to what extent this tour was a missed opportunity to contribute to
building a cohesive nation. What have we learnt from the past to inform a better future?
As you work through this unit, you will collect information and consider the specific
challenges these players resiliently faced on their tour. You will explore their individual
stories and evaluate these stories from different perspectives. You will also consider the
general challenges they faced at home as a result of the social and political landscape of
the 1800s in Australian colonies on the path to Federation.
The final pages of this workbook contain an Extent Barometer with Perspectives
thinking tool/graphic organiser to help you organise your extensive research. This thinking
tool enables you to analyse and evaluate the challenges the Aboriginal players resiliently
faced to complete the tour of England so successfully in 1868. You will also use this
thinking tool to justify why these challenges were either difficult or simple to overcome.
And what’s more, from your findings, you will evaluate to what extent the tour was a
missed opportunity to contribute to building a cohesive nation and how we can reflect on
lessons from our past to build our future.
As you complete the various tasks in this workbook, you will begin to grasp a strong
understanding of this period in history and be able to tackle the major assessment
confidently, using the suggested critical thinking tools to organise your extensive research
and knowledge. Once you become familiar with using these thinking tools, you can apply
them to any assessment or learning activity! And the more you use these tools, the more
confidently you will tackle new tasks and achieve your potential as a vibrant, critical
thinker.
This assessment is a fresh and exciting opportunity to learn about the Making of a Nation
through the lens of the interesting and important stories and experiences of the Aboriginal
cricketers of the 1860s.
See pp.32–33 for more detail.
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If your class has chosen to study the ‘Movement of Peoples’, you can choose ONE of the
following assessment tasks.

Movement of Peoples
Option A: Migration – an Unexpected Opportunity?
You are to choose a person who moved to Australia during the transportation era (1788–
1868). It could be someone directly connected to the transportation era, such as a marine
from the First Fleet, a female convict from the Second Fleet or a government official
during this period. Alternatively, it could be an ancestor of Tom Wills.
From your chosen person’s perspective, complete the following assessment tasks.
A. Describe the experiences of your chosen person in their country upon departure, with
special reference to the living conditions at the time. Also describe their experiences
on the journey to Australia and their reaction upon arrival (such as the climate, natural
environment and the settlement conditions).
B. Describe and compare your person’s new life in Australia with that of Britain. What work
did they do, what new conditions did they experience in the settlement, did they remain in
Australia, did they have a family? In particular, describe any known or potential contact
with local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Also consider the impact of
contact from the perspective of an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person.
C. After you have completed your investigations and analysis, explain some of the
challenges and benefits of moving to Australia your person faced at the time, and
justify whether or not they think the challenges outweighed the benefits.

Movement of Peoples
Option B: A Case Study of an Aboriginal Player
of the 1866 and 1868 Cricket Events
Select an Aboriginal player involved in the 1866 and 1868 cricket events for an in-depth
investigation to address the following assessment tasks.
A. Describe the impacts of European colonisation on your chosen Aboriginal cricketer.
This should include impacts on your cricketer’s everyday life, culture, travels/
movements and impacts, if any, on their family.
B. Analyse the impacts of this European settlement.
C. After you have completed your investigations and
analysis, assess the overall impact, positive or
otherwise, of this European contact.
See pp.34–38 for more detail.

Tracker and cricketer Yanggendyininanyuk, known as Dick-a-Dick or King
Richard. Source: Horsham Historical Society. (For the Love of the Game, p.35)
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Making a Nation and Movement of Peoples –
Learning Activities
Introductory Activity – The First Fleet (1788)

The First Arrival of Europeans – Who, Why, Where and How Many?
In 1788, the First Fleet arrived in Sydney, Australia, from Great Britain. The journey began
on 13 May 1787, when a fleet of 11 ships set sail from Portsmouth, England. On board
were approximately 775 convicts, most of them men, with sailors and marines to guard the
prisoners. With them they took seeds, farm implements, livestock such as cattle, sheep, pigs,
goats, horses and chickens and two-years’ supply of food. The first colonists came ashore at
Port Jackson on 26 January 1788.
TABLE 1: People on the First Fleet
Category

Embarked

Born on Voyage

Died or left Voyage

Landed at Sydney Cove

15

1

14

247

2

245

Marines’ Wives

32

1

31

Marines’ Children

14

Officials and Passengers
Marines

14
10

Marines’ Children - Born

1

9

Ship’s crew

334

17

317

Convicts

775

43

732

14

3

11

12

1

11

22

69

1384

Convicts’ Children - Embarked
Convicts’ Children - Born
Totals

1431

Source: http://www.fellowshipfirstfleeters.org.au/datum.html
Note: There were no surviving crew musters’ records for the six transports and three stores
ships. It is estimated that there could have been as many as 115 more seamen than recorded
here. (Source: http://www.fellowshipfirstfleeters.org.au/datum.html) So approximately 1,546
people left England and 1,499 reached Sydney Cove.
Of these, 732 were convicts, which was the first of approximately 162,000 convicts
transported by the British Government to Australia, an era which ended in 1868.

Industrial Revolution and Transportation of Convicts – the Link!
The Industrial Revolution began around 1760 and dramatically changed manufacturing
from hand production to vastly greater efficient machines using water power, steam power
and new production methods. Whilst it increased efficiency, in rural areas and in the cities
alike, it also caused much social displacement. Together with a rapid rise in population and
overcrowding in the cities, there was a corresponding widening of the gap between rich and
poor resulting in an increase in petty crime.
With overcrowded gaols, Britain began transporting prisoners to the British Colonies of
North America. However, this ceased with the American War of Independence (1775-1783).
Prisoners were then housed either in prison ships on the Thames, were enlisted in the army
or were sent to the coast of Africa. Australia soon became an attractive alternative and in 1787
the First Fleet of approximately 1,500 people left England for Australia to set up a penal colony.
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Activity 1: The Effects of the Industrial Revolution
Explain the role of the Industrial Revolution in causing the rise of crimes in England and
transportation to Australia by completing the attached Cause–Effect Map.
Cause

Effects

Sub-Effect

Industrial
Revolution

Overcrowded prisons
and transportation to
British colonies

(1760–1820/1840)

Activity 2: Mapping the Movement of Peoples
On the world map below, you are to map the transportation of convicts from Britain to North
America and Australia from the beginnings of the Industrial Revolution in 1760. Ensure you
insert as much detail as possible onto your map, for example, with significant voyages, the
numbers of peoples involved and the dates of these voyages. You may investigate which
routes the penal ships took to Australia, how and why these routes altered over time, where
they stopped along the way for supplies and maintenance, and any other points of interest.
Ensure your map contains these important events:
1760 – Beginning of the Industrial Revolution
1775 – End of transportation of British convicts to North America
1775-1787 – Conscription of convicts to British army and transportation to West Africa colonies
1787 – Departure of First Fleet to New South Wales

CR ICK E T SM A R T ST UDEN T R ES O URCE
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MAP 1: Transportation of convicts from Britain to North America and Australia from the beginnings of the Industrial Revolution in 1760

Sydney in the Early Years of Colonisation
The Initial Colony:
With a fledgling settlement of initially 1,500 people from Great Britain, of limited local
agricultural knowledge, a penal base, and strained relationships with the local Aboriginal
people, the first two and a half years of Sydney colonisation were difficult. Rationing was
necessary and the success of the colony was reliant on renewed supplies from Great Britain.

The Indigenous Australians:
Governor Arthur Phillip estimated there were about 1,500 Aboriginal people within a 10 mile
radius of Port Jackson in 1788. However, there is much scepticism about these population
figures offered by historians and even those in official government parties. (Source: http://
www.sydneybarani.com.au/sites/aboriginal-people-and-place/)

The Second Fleet and the Arrival of Female Convicts:
Whilst there were 192 women on the First Fleet, the vast majority of people in the initial
colony were male. The British Home Under-Secretary, Sir Evan Nepean, concluded that if the
colony were to succeed, it would need the stability of women, children and family living.
Where was the British Government able to find the females to send to New South Wales –
a colony that was having severe difficulties getting established? Answer: Female convicts.
On 29 July 1789, the Lady Juliana left Plymouth, England on a 309-day journey to Port
Jackson, NSW, arriving in June 1790. The ship carried 226 female convicts, five of whom
died on the voyage. The arrival of the Lady Juliana marked the second wave of convict
settlement in Australia, a precursor to many such waves to come.

Activity 3:
Female Convict Transportation – Before, During and After
Describe the experiences of the 226 female convicts that were transported to New South
Wales on the Lady Juliana by completing Table 2 on the following page.
Explain the main reasons for transportation and describe their living conditions in Britain,
during the voyage and in New South Wales.

The Lady Juliana in tow of the Pallas Frigate. The Sailors Fishing the
main Mast which was shatter’d by Lightning. By Robert Dodd - [1], Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2783643

Parramatta Female Factory, painted c. 1826. By Augustus Earle (1793-1838) – National Library
of Australia., Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=42943739
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Conditions in Britain including
reasons for transportation

The Journey – duration of voyage,
conditions and treatment on board
the Lady Juliana

Initial reaction on arrival in New
South Wales to the arrival of the
Lady Juliana

TABLE 2: Experiences of the female convicts on the Lady Juliana
Reaction to the new colony from
the female convicts

Contact or impact on Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples

Activity 4: Push and Pull Factors Influencing Migration
and the Extension of Settlement
People leave their country due to a number of factors which may include political instability,
persecution and natural disasters. This is called a “push” factor – think of a prisoner being
“pushed” out of England as a convict and sent to Australia on a convict ship. In some
circumstances, people choose to migrate in the hope of finding a better life in the new
country. This is called a “pull” factor – think of a gold miner being lured to Australia during the
Gold Rush era of the 1850s by the promise of striking it rich!

TASK 1: Significant Events in the Movement of Peoples and the Making of
a Nation from 1788 to 1901
THINKING TOOL: Timeline
Working in groups, create a timeline to understand the significant events that help to tell the
story of the making of a nation.
Also consider dates that mark important cricket events such as December 26, 1866: the date
the first all-Aboriginal team began a match at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. As a class,
identify a selection of primary and secondary sources which will be useful to build a timeline.
Gather information for a timeline of this period of history. Add dates and details to the timeline
as you find them.
Tip: Use a wall chart to display the information so it’s easy to see and helps you put your
research into context as you plough through this workbook.

The First Fleet entering Port Jackson on 26 January 1788, By E. Le Bihan - http://www.
acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=845003, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29765211

CR ICK E T SM A R T ST UDEN T R ES O URCE
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First Fleet arrives
in Australia;
Frontier Wars
commence

1788

Myall Creek Massacre,
northern NSW

1838

End of Transportation era
(last convicts arrive in WA)

1866

1868

1866 Boxing Day match –
Melbourne Cricket Club
v All-Aboriginal team

Aboriginal team
tours England

TASK 1: Timeline of significant events in the making of a nation from 1788 to 1901

26 Dec. 2016

Federation – the six
Australian Colonies enabled
to govern as part of the
Commonwealth of Australia

1 Jan. 1901

150-year anniversary of
Boxing Day Test Match.
Australia v Pakistan

TASK 2: General Reasons for Migration to Australia and the
Extension of Settlement across Australia in the 1800s
THINKING TOOL: T-Chart
Consider some of the reasons new settlers migrated to Australia and were motivated to settle
on rural land and explore inland areas. Why would new settlers avoid the more established
coastal cities to risk the unknown inland?
TABLE 3: General reasons for migration and settlement expansion across Australia
in the 1800s
PUSH

PULL

Search for employment

Discovery of gold

Get away from authorities in cities

Not as many laws yet

Get away from crowding in cities

Cheap land and more space to make
a fresh start
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Activity 5: Major Reasons for Migration to Australia
and the Extension of Settlement across Australia
THINKING TOOL: T-Chart
From your investigations and responses of Activities 1-3, rank from 1-5 the reasons why
settlers in Australia explored and moved inland. Number 1 will represent the major reason for
this settlement extension.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Activity 6: The Intended and Unintended Effects
of the Extension of Settlement
THINKING TOOL: T-Chart
As white settlement extended across Australia in the 19th century, there were more than
20,000 deaths from conflict alone, 18,000 of which were Indigenous people (Source:
Darlington, R. 2012, History Alive 9: For the Australian Curriculum, Jacaranda Plus, 135).
Consider the sources your teacher provides and research your own material. Identify the
effects of this contact and evaluate whether these effects were either intended or unintended.
List your findings in the T-Chart on page 17.
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TABLE 4: Effects of the contact between European settlers in
Australia and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
INTENDED
Settlers’ ownership of land – legal tenure

UNINTENDED
Restricting free movement for Aboriginal people; lack
of awareness and/or acknowledgement of sacred
Aboriginal sites

Settlers’ ownership of land – violence towards
Indigenous people whose tribes traditionally lived on
land
Other

Activity 7: Generating Insightful Questions
Now that you have identified many of the intended and unintended effects of contact between
European settlers and Aboriginal people, this is your chance to ask insightful questions about
your findings.
The simple act of asking questions means you are exploring and evaluating your topic more
deeply and reflecting on lessons from our past.
Work with a friend to brainstorm as many questions as possible.
Don’t worry too much about whether you think your questions are strong enough. Sometimes
the simplest questions encourage the deepest discussion!

CR ICK E T SM A R T ST UDEN T R ES O URCE
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Round 1

Round 2

Semi-final

Use the Elimination Draw thinking tool/graphic organiser below to determine the core question from your list in Activity 8.

THINKING TOOL: Elimination Draw

Activity 8: Determine the Core Question from Activity 7

Activity 9: A Case Study of the 1860’s Aboriginal Cricketers
THINKING TOOL: T-Chart
Having built up a picture of European settlement in Australia and some of its effects on the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, let’s take a closer look at what some of the
Aboriginal players experienced in the Boxing Day match at the MCG in 1866 and on their
cricket tour of England in 1868.
Research the challenges and triumphs the Aboriginal players experienced in that early
Boxing Day match at the MCG in 1866 and on their cricket tour of England in 1868.
Examine the sources your teacher provides.
Write your findings on the T-Chart below:
TABLE 5: What challenges and triumphs did the Aboriginal players experience to play
at the MCG in 1866 and to complete the 1868 tour?
CHALLENGES
The three-month sea voyage (fear of the ocean, sea
sickness, unfamiliar food)

TRIUMPHS/ACHIEVEMENTS
Love of the game

Separation from family and home

Note: Ensure you record the resources that you used for your research.
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Activity 10: Exploring the story of the Aboriginal Cricket
Tour of 1868 – through Primary and Secondary Sources
Collecting information on the Aboriginal tour of 1868
In pairs and then independently, find evidence that explores the story of the Aboriginal cricket
tour of 1868 and highlights the challenges the players experienced and resiliently faced to
triumph.
Some suggested areas to consider are:
• travel
• payment
• racism
• tour schedule
• illness
Record your findings in Table 6 below.
Consider the stimulus material from your teacher and unearth your own research relevant to
this task.
TABLE 6: The challenges faced by the Aboriginal cricket team on tour of England in 1868
Challenges faced
E.g. Travel

Source

Cricket Walkabout: The
Secondary source (book)
Aboriginal Cricketers of
the 1860s, Chapter 6: The
Voyage to England, 49

Other

20
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Information discovered
Charles Lawrence observed the following
in his memoirs:
• The players were fearful of the ocean;
• The players trusted the ship captain
after they heard him pray to Jesus;
• The players amused themselves on the
long journey by drawing birds, trees and
all kinds of animals, playing cards and
billiards, dancing waltzes and polkas,
and making things with wood, such as
needles, for the ladies on board.

Activity 11:
The Impact of Contact between European Settlers and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples – Violent Conflict
Before British colonisation, Indigenous Australians had lived undisturbed for tens of
thousands of years. It is estimated that there lived up to 1.5 million Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people across 600 tribes speaking 200 distinct languages (A History of the
Department of Immigration, Australian Government, Page 2, https://www.border.gov.au/
CorporateInformation/Documents/immigration-history.pdf).
From the start of European settlement in Australia, colonial governors had made it clear
that the First Australians were to be treated respectfully and that good relations were to be
encouraged. However, contact brought conflict as settlers forcibly colonised Australia and had
no understanding nor regard for the kinship between Aboriginal peoples and their land.
It is estimated that between 1788 and 1901 the Indigenous population of Australia was
reduced to approximately 94,000 people (Source: As above, https://www.border.gov.au/
CorporateInformation/Documents/immigration-history.pdf). This human devastation was
caused by many factors, largely the introduction of European diseases such as smallpox
and influenza. Settler acquisition of Indigenous land often resulted in violent conflict involving
massacres. As white settlement extended across Australia in the 19th century, there were
more than 20,000 deaths from conflict alone, 18,000 of which were Indigenous people
(Source: Darlington, R. 2012, History Alive 9: For the Australian Curriculum, Jacaranda Plus,
135). Native flora and fauna was also compromised by cattle and sheep grazing and land
clearing, which impacted negatively on Indigenous people’s ability to hunt for and grow food,
collect water and live safely.
The cricket events of 1866 and 1868 were bookended by many massacres of Aboriginal
peoples by pastoralists. In 1869, Victoria became the first colony to establish the Board for
the Protection of Aborigines, which saw complete control of Aboriginal peoples’ lives, from
who they could marry to where they could live, whether they could travel, what work they
could do and the forcible removal of Aboriginal children from their parents.
The Jardwadjali (also known as Jadawadjali) people formed a large part of the Aboriginal
cricket teams and occupied the lands in the upper Wimmera River watershed east to
Gariwerd (Grampians) and west to Lake Bringalbert. Aboriginal people in this area
experienced conflict by settlers and many massacres are recorded in this area (See Table
7). Aboriginal cricketers including Johnny Mullagh (traditional name, Unaarimin), Bullocky,
(traditional name, Bullchanach), one of the wicketkeepers on the 1868 tour and Jimmy
‘Mosquito’ Couzens, (traditional name, Grougarrong) were Jardwadjali people. Dick-a-Dick
(traditional name, Jungunjinanuke) was from the neighbouring Wotjobaluk people.
Tom Wills’ pastoralist family and workers were killed in Queensland in 1861 in what is known
as the Cullin-la-ringo Massacre. Nineteen settlers died in what is considered the largest
massacre of white settlers by Aboriginal people in Australian history. Tom Wills coached the
Aboriginal team five years later in the 1866 Boxing Day match.
As you tackle this task and research this violent period in Australia’s settlement history,
consider the resilience these Aboriginal cricketers demonstrated. What devastating
circumstances that impacted on their tribe and families did they overcome to compete
in these cricket events of the 1860s? Also consider the strength of character Tom Wills
demonstrated to continue coaching cricket despite the personal grief he must have
experienced after his father and workers were killed.
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TABLE 7: Reported massacres in Jardwadjali country to 1859
SOURCE: Ian D. Clark, pp145-167, Scars on the Landscape. A Register of Massacre sites
in Western Victoria 1803-1859, Aboriginal Studies Press, 1995 ISBN 0-85575-281-5
Information condensed from descriptive reports from historical sources.
Table reported at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jardwadjali#cite_note-12
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Date

Location

Europeans involved

Aboriginal
Deaths reported

8 March
1840

the Hummocks near
Konongwootong
Wando Vale, known as gundidj clan
Fighting Hills

William Whyte, George Whyte,
Prongle Whyte, James Whyte,
John Whyte, and 3 employees:
Daniel Turner, Benjamin Wardle,
William Gillespie

over 40 men, women and
children and possibly up to
80 people

March 1840 Merino Downs Station, Konongwootong
Wannon River
gundidj clan

George McNamara, hut-keeper

‘Lanky Bill’, sole survivor
from the Fighting Hills
massacre

1 April 1840 near Konongwootong
reservoir, called
Fighting Waterholes

Konongwootong
gundidj clan

Station hands, employees of the
Whyte brothers

numerous old men,
women and children

14 January
1840

Nangeela Station,
Glenelg River

clan unknown

Robert Savage and captain HEP two people
Dana

JuneSeptember
1840

The Grange, Southern
Grampians (Gariwerd)

Jardwadjali or Djab
wurrung, unknown
clans

Charles Wedge and others

five in June, 13 in August,
five in September

1841

Junction of Glenelg
and Wannon rivers

Jardwadjali or
Dhauwurd wurrung,
unknown clans

employees of Augustine Barton

17 people

August
1842

Tahara or Spring Valley Jardwadjali or
stations
Dhauwurd wurrung,
unknown clan

employees of Trevor Winter

one person

6 August
1843

Victoria Range

Jardwadjali,
unknown clan

HEP Dana and Native Police
Corps

20 people

13 August
1843

near Mount Zero

Jardwadjali,
unknown clan

HEP Dana and Native Police
Corps

at least four people

9 November Thomas Rickett’s
1843
stations on Glenelg
River near Harrow

Jardwadjali,
unknown clan

Thomas Ricketts and employees three people

19 October
1844

country 40 km north of
Longerenong station

Jardwadjali,
unknown clan

Sergeant James Daplin, troopers two people - Jim Crow and
Sparrow and Bushe of the
Charlie
Border Police, David Cameron

11 July
1845

unknown

Jardwadjali,
unknown clan

HEP Dana and Native Police
Corps

6 February
1846

Mullagh station, 11 km
north of Harrow

Jardwadjali,
unknown clan

employees of Walter Birmingham one person
and Owen O’Reilly

October
1847

Mount Talbot

Jardwadjali,
unknown clan

John Stockell

26 June
1849

Wannon river

Jardwadjali,
unknown clan

James Lloyd, hut keeper for John one person
Ralston, Roseneath station
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Aborigines
involved

three people

one person

CR ICK E T SM A R T ST UDEN T R ES O URCE

23

Date

Location

TABLE 8: Reported massacres in
Aborigines involved

Europeans involved

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List the conflicts between European colonists and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
area
Number of deaths reported of
Aboriginals/settlers

Activity 12: Understanding Protectionism
from Different Perspectives
THINKING TOOL: Extended PCQ
Initially, protectors were apparently appointed to protect Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people from colonialists’ violent actions and provide food and clothing rations. Later, church
missions and Government reserves were set up and Aboriginal people were forcibly moved
onto them.
It is important to acknowledge these policies from different perspectives and understand the
motivations behind these different perspectives, such as racism, misguided care, financial
incentive or power. As we know, these policies subjected Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to near-total control by authorities and often denied them basic human
rights, such as custody of their children and freedom of movement on and off properties, into
neighbouring towns, across borders, labour and of speaking their traditional languages and
cultures.
Organise and analyse your research, using the Extended PCQ (Pros, Cons, Questions)
thinking tool below. Note: The Pros column does not imply that the reasons listed were
positive or beneficial but rather that from the perspective of the relevant person/group, they
felt it was a benefit. Note: In the Questions column, consider questions you’d like to know
more about, including how these policies impacted on the development of cricket.

Davy and Nobby, Aboriginal cricket players at Eucla, Western Australia 1905.
Reproduced with the permission of the Ceduna Aboriginal Corporation.
Source: Evans, W.R. (photographer) 1905. Reproduction rights: State Library
of South Australia. (For the Love of the Game, cover)
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Other, e.g. The individual
Aboriginal cricket players of the
1866 and 1868 cricket events

Pastoral land owners

Government workers/politicians

• Felt like they were helping to provide
Indigenous people with safe shelter, food,
water and employment – things that were
compromised by the expansion of settlement

Missionary workers

• Some politicians felt like they were helping
to protect Indigenous people from violent
settlers.

• Enjoyed opportunity to share their faith

• Some Aboriginal people felt the reserves
guaranteed food, water, shelter – things
that were compromised by the expansion
of settlement and the development of large
pastoral stations across great areas of rural
land

PROS

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples

PERSPECTIVES

QUESTIONS

• How did governments enforce these policies?
• What happened if people ran away from
these missions or reserves? How were they
encouraged/forced to return?
• Were these Indigenous people paid for their
work on these reserves and missions?

• Expensive policies to implement (e.g. the
set-up and management of missions and
reserves cost substantial funds)
• Difficult to physically enforce

• What was life like day-to-day on these
missions?

• “Why don’t they want our help?”

• Caused more conflict

• Felt uncomfortable in a new land, new culture

• Homesick/missed their home and families

• Felt resentment from some Indigenous
people who may not have wanted to live on
the missions

• Were Aboriginal cricketers able to save
up money to pay for their travel to cricket
matches?

• How did Aboriginal cricketers get permission
to travel to play in cricket matches?

• How would it feel to be told your people were
“doomed”

• What would it be like to have your life
controlled so strictly? What if you couldn’t
• No control over their own lives, including work
decide who you married, where or how you
and movement
worked, where you travelled to and whether
• Some parents lost custody of their children
your children stayed with you?
• Some mistreated

CONS

TABLE 9: How did policies enacted during the protection era impact different peoples’ lives?

Activity 13: Terms about Migration, Industrialisation,
Settlement Extension and the Aboriginal Cricket Tour of 1868
THINKING TOOL: Alpha Ladder
Use an Alpha Ladder thinking tool/graphic organiser, such as the one below in Table 10, to
record a list of useful terms related to this history. Then define their meaning.
Of course, you can include more than one meaning per letter of the alphabet where
necessary.
Keep adding to this table as you work through this history. You’ll find it is very useful for revision!
TABLE 10: Terms about migration, industrialisation, settlement extension
and the Aboriginal cricket tour of 1868
Letter

A

Name or event
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples

Explanation/elaboration – further detail
According to the Australian Commonwealth’s basic legal definition, an Aboriginal
or Torres Strait Islander person is a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
descent, who identifies as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander and is
accepted as such by the community in which he or she lives. Beyond this threepart legal definition, however, it is important to recognise that there is no single
‘Aboriginal’ or ‘Torres Strait Islander’ identity. There is, in reality, great diversity
both between and within distinct Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander linguisticcultural groups, and the experience of what it means or feels like to be an
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australian can vary deeply at the individual
level. Aboriginality is not dictated by a postal address, a way of life or skin colour,
but connection with community, culture and identity.
When British colonisers arrived in 1788 and claimed the land of Australia was
terra nullius (land belonging to no-one), there were in fact hundreds of different
Aboriginal nations and language groups, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples had been living and practicing culture in Australia for over
60,000 years. (Source in part: Reconciliation Australia website, Let’s Bust Some
Myths, https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Lets-Talk…
mythbusting-PDF.pdf)

B
C
D
E
I
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Industrialisation

The process of converting to a socioeconomic order in which industry is
dominant. (Brittanica website, https://www.britannica.com/topic/industrialization)

M

Migration

The term migrant can be understood as “any person who lives temporarily
or permanently in a country where he or she was not born, and has acquired
some significant social ties to this country.”1 However, this may be a too narrow
definition… (UNESCO website, http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-andhuman-sciences/themes/international-migration/glossary/migrant/)

P

Protection policies

In the name of ‘protection’, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were
made wards of the state and subjected to policies that gave government the
power to determine where Indigenous people could live, who they could marry,
and where they could work. Despite the perceived benevolent intentions behind
these policies, in practice, they denied Indigenous people control over almost
every aspect of their lives. (Source: australianstogether.org.au)
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Activity 14: Geographical Awareness
Use the map of Australia on the following page to record tribal areas that relate to the
Aboriginal players involved in the 1868 tour. Investigate relevant Aboriginal linguisticcultural maps, either provided by your teacher or that you have discovered in your research.
Remember, these maps are rough representations only, but nonetheless help to give you
an idea of the diverse linguistic-cultural/geo-cultural identities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.
To understand the connections Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have to country,
read and consider this document by Reconciliation Australia, titled Sacred Ground: Names
and Places.
Link: https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Lets-talk-sacred-groundnames-and-places_F.pdf
On the following map of Australia, also identify the cattle and sheep station locations where
some of the players worked and lived. As noted in the For the Love of the Game report, many
Aboriginal players first experienced cricket on these stations.
By the late 1850s, pastoralists and managers of missions had begun to introduce
the game of cricket to Indigenous people across Australia as either a collegiate
activity to pass time or as a form of activity to encourage the ‘native’ population to
adopt English standards of living or traditions.
For example, Harcourt and Mulvaney mention Thomas Gibson Hamilton of
Bringalbert station as a youthful and athletic man who began teaching Aboriginal
men in his employ how to play cricket. They go on to say that Tom was instrumental
in the coaching of and diffusion of cricket among the Indigenous population. They
also say that Tom was loved ‘like a brother’ by the local Indigenous population (22).
Ashley Mallet concurs (2003:18) noting Hamilton coached players like Bullochy and
encouraged risk-taking with both bat and ball.
(Fogarty, B; Dodson, M; Walsh, C., 2015, For the Love of the Game, Indigenous Cricket
report, National Centre for Indigenous Studies, Australian National University, Canberra)

Aboriginal Australian cricketers in England 1868 with C.
Lawrence & W. Shepherd as Manager and Captain. Source:
Libraries Australia. Held in National Library of Australia
Trove Collection. (For the Love of the Game, p.41)
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MAP 2: Tribal areas of the Aboriginal players of the 1868 cricket tour to England

Activity 15: Learning Through Personal Stories and Experiences
It is only through personal stories and individual human experiences that we can fully
appreciate history.
Using the table below, first collect information about Tom Wills and one or two Aboriginal
players involved in the 1866 and 1868 cricket events. Then pose questions you’d like to know
to help guide your research further and to help reflect on this history. For Tom Wills, your
focus is on his experiences in Australia and Britain. For your Aboriginal player, your focus is
on their experiences due to European contact.
Don’t forget to record your sources for every piece of information so it’s easy to use this
information when it comes time for your major assessment at the end of this workbook.
TABLE 11: Personal stories and legacies of the Aboriginal players who participated
in the major cricket events of 1866 and 1868 and the coach, Tom Wills
NAME:

DATA:

Role and information discovered

(For each note, identify whether the information
is gathered from a primary or secondary
source and acknowledge that source)

Johnny Mullagh, born
Unaarrimin
(1841-1891)

Aboriginal cricketer from Victoria,
skillful all-rounder
Star player of the 1868 England tour
team
Jardwadiali people

Bullocky, born
Bullchanach

One of the wicket keepers on tour

Jimmy ‘Mosquito’
Couzens, born
Grougarrong

Jardwadjali people

Johnny Cuzens, born
Zellanach

Jardwadjali people

Tom Wills
(1835-1880)

Early settler; Cricket coach of 1866
and 1968 Aboriginal teams

King Cole, born
Bripumyarrimin

Proficient fielder. Died of tuberculosis
on the 1868 cricket tour

QUESTIONS:

Generate questions based on information discovered,
which could lead to deeper understanding
(E.g.: • What if…? • Could/should…? • I wonder…?
• It would be interesting to know…)

I wonder why Mullagh played cricket? For the love of
the game? For payment? Did he have any brothers or
sisters? Besides the cricket matches, what were some of
the other impacts of European settlement on Mullagh and
his family?
It would be interesting to know how Mullagh was able
to go on to play cricket upon his return from England,
while other players were prevented from doing so due to
protectionist policies

Jardwadjali people

Brother of Johnny Cuzens
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Activity 16: Reflecting on the Legacy of the 1868
Tour on Present-Day Cricket
THINKING TOOL: Think:Pair:Share
History provides us with an important opportunity to understand and reflect upon our past so
that we may shape a better future.
Read and/or view the research material your teacher provides.
With the information from these sources, participate in the Think:Pair:Share brainstorming
activity to analyse how the 1868 tour has played a positive role in shaping present-day
cricket.
Consider, how did the legacy of early Aboriginal cricketers impact on the development
of cricket in Australia? How did these players contribute to helping cement cricket in our
national fabric?

Activity 17: In-depth Reflection on the Material
Gathered Throughout this Unit
THINKING TOOL: T-Chart
Remember the T-Chart you tackled at the start of this unit (p.19)? You didn’t know much about
this history and this cricket tour of 1868 at that point. Now, try this activity again, this time
drawing upon all the information and analysis you have gathered throughout this workbook.
Analyse and reflect on what you now understand about the Aboriginal cricket tour of 1868
within the context of this period in history on the path to Federation.
Hopefully you’ll find the ideas flow more freely now that you have tackled this history so
competently and critically.
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TABLE 12: What challenges and triumphs did the Aboriginal players experience to complete
the Aboriginal tour of 1868?
CHALLENGES

TRIUMPHS/ACHIEVEMENTS

Racism, at home and in England on tour

Love of the game

Initially paraded as a spectacle due to Darwin’s book,
On the Origin of the Species

Gained respect from spectators and organisers
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Major Assessment – Making a Nation
The Aboriginal Cricket Events of 1866 and 1868 – a Missed Opportunity?
It’s now time to complete your major assessment, using the extensive amount of information
and critical analysis you have gathered throughout this workbook.
You may choose to complete a research report, newspaper article or podcast to investigate
the assessment task.
The following Extent Barometer with Perspectives thinking tool will help organise your
knowledge and research about this unit. You can then use the data to write your assessment,
addressing the following assessment tasks:
• Evaluate to what extent the Aboriginal team that toured England in 1868 is deserving
of national praise and recognition for their efforts and triumphs in completing the tour
despite the challenges they faced.
• Also evaluate to what extent this tour was a missed opportunity to contribute to building
a cohesive nation. What have we learnt from the past to inform our future?
In completing your assessment, consider the data you have gathered along the way that
investigates the specific challenges these players faced and, in some instances, overcame
on their tour (such as exposure to European illness, sea sickness, physically gruelling
schedule, racism, question of financial incentive, regarded as oddity due to Darwin’s On
the Origin of the Species, etc.) and the general challenges they experienced as a people in
Australia (including protectionist policies, racism, conflict with settlers, loss of culture, land
and freedom, etc.).

THINKING TOOL: Extent Barometer with Perspectives
Evaluate to what extent the Aboriginal team on the tour to England in 1868 is deserving of
national praise and recognition for their efforts and triumphs in completing the tour despite
the challenges they faced.
Also evaluate to what extent this tour was a missed opportunity to contribute to building a
cohesive nation. What have we learnt from the past to inform our future?

Queensland celebrate during the 2017 National Indigenous Cricket Championships
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TABLE 13: Evaluate the extent that the Aboriginal tour of England in 1868 is deserving of National recognition
Perspectives

Data on challenges
to overcome

Social and political
context in the
Australian states

E.g.,
• Protection policies
• Conflict between settlers and
Aboriginal people
• Restrictions on Aboriginal
movement
• No legal rights for Aboriginal
people

Preparation

E.g.,
• Very little training

Assessment

(High rating = worthy of
recognition and praise for
overcoming challenges)

Rating: High

Rating: High

Comments to justify the
assessment rating
It’s human nature to not participate when
things are difficult. E.g., weight loss.
Therefore, in this context, it is worthy of great
recognition

Cricket teams these days undergo extensive
training to enhance their fitness and skills
in preparation for tour. The 1868 team had
little training in preparation therefore they are
worthy of high praise for their efforts.

Trip by sea

British hosts and
spectators’ reactions

Health of players

Charles Darwin’s
On the Origin of the
Species (published
1859)

Logistical and
professional support
for players

On return – rewards,
recognition and impact
on their lives

Other
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If your class has chosen to study the ‘Movement of Peoples’, you can choose ONE of the
following assessment tasks:

Movement of Peoples
Option A: Migration – an Unexpected Opportunity?
You are to choose a person who moved to Australia during the transportation era (1788–
1868). It could be someone directly connected to the transportation era, such as a marine
from the First Fleet, a female convict from the Second Fleet or a government official
during this period. Alternatively, it could be an ancestor of, perhaps, Tom Wills.
From your chosen person’s perspective, complete the following assessment tasks:
A. Describe the experiences of your chosen person in their country upon departure, with
special reference to the living conditions at the time. Also describe their experiences on
the journey to Australia and their reaction upon arrival in Australia (such as the climate,
natural environment and the settlement conditions).
B. Describe and compare your person’s new life in Australia with that of Britain. What
work did they do, what new conditions did they experience in the settlement, did they
remain in Australia, did they have a family? In particular, describe any known or
potential contact with local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and consider
all perspectives.
C. After you have completed your investigations and analysis, decide whether your
chosen person may have been better to have remained in their country of birth or in
fact benefited from their move to Australia?

Oil painting of Australian sportsman Tom Wills, 1870, held in
the collection of the Melbourne Cricket Club. Source: Greg
de Moore, Tom Wills: his spectacular rise and tragic fall, Allen
and Unwin July 2008. (For the Love of the Game, p.35)
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Settlement in
Australia

Remain/return
to Britain

Criteria —>

/5

/5

/5

/5

/5

/5

You may like to use a Decision-making Matrix to assist you in your analysis and formulating your decision.

THINKING TOOL: Decision-making Matrix

TABLE 14: Migration – a unexpected opportunity?

/5

/5

/20

/20

Total

Movement of Peoples
Option B: A Case Study of an Aboriginal Player
of the 1866 and 1868 Cricket Events
In this unit, you have mapped, described and investigated the movements of people
during the transportation era to Australia and explored the effects and impacts on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
In particular, you have studied the impact of European settlement on some of the
Aboriginal cricket players that participated in the 1866 and/or 1868 cricket events (see
Activity 15).
You must now select an Aboriginal player involved in the 1866 and/or 1868 cricket events
for an in-depth investigation to complete the following assessment tasks. You may
choose to complete as a research report, newspaper article or podcast.
A. Describe the impact of European settlement on your chosen Aboriginal player. This
should include impacts on your cricketer’s everyday life, culture, travels/ movements
and impacts, if any, on their family.
B. Analyse the impact of this European settlement. The PCQ Extension below will assist
you with this task.
C. After you have completed your investigations and analysis, assess the overall impact,
positive or otherwise, of this European contact. The Extent Barometer on the following
page will assist with this task.
TABLE 15: Impact of European settlement on an Aboriginal player of the 1866 and 1868 cricket events

THINKING TOOL: PCQ Extension
Perspectives Pros
Food, health,
place of living,
freedom

Relationship
with European
settlers

Family and
friends

Travel/
movements

Culture

Other
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Cons

Questions

Assessment

(High rating = positive impact
of European settlement)
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General Comments

THINKING TOOL: Extent Barometer

TABLE 16: Assess the impact of European settlement on your chosen Aboriginal player

Now Start Writing!
Using your thinking tool above, you can now start writing your assessment by using the
following sentence starters and connectives related to the “Assess” task verbs:
Sentence starters:

Connectives:

When considering…, a number of factors
need to be considered.

• All things considered

• The most important events/factors are…
• It is worth considering…
• …is least/most important because…
• …is better, because…
• Another good thing about…is…

• And this
• Especially
• Therefore
• To enable
• Will achieve

• …has the least/most impact on…
• To improve…, it would need to…
• Overall, …is the most important quality/
thing about…
• Overall, …is a because…
• The appeal of…is that the…
• The worst feature of

‘Walkabout Wickets’ by Fiona Clark, the commemorative art work to recognise the 150th
anniversary of the 1866 Boxing Day match. Fiona Clark is the great, great grand-daughter of James
‘Mosquito’ Couzens who was part of the Aboriginal X1 in the 1866 Boxing Day match. (http://www.
cricket.com.au/news/aboriginal-xi-mcc-boxing-day-mcg-1866-tom-wills-johnny-mullagh-artworkanniversary/2016-10-20)

38

Y E A R 9 HISTO RY

Suggested Resources
Australian Government Law Reform Commission website, Aboriginal Societies: The Experience of
Contact: Changing Policies Towards Aboriginal People, Note 25, website link: http://www.alrc.gov.au/
publications/3.%20Aboriginal%20Societies%3A%20The%20Experience%20of%20Contact/changingpolicies-towards-aboriginal
Australians Together website, various resources, http://australianstogether.org.au
Australians Together, Sharing Our Stories, Episode 2, Film (37 minutes), Overview of eras of
colonisation, protectionism and assimilation
http://australianstogether.org.au/watch
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